
 
 
 
 
SHQ: How do I solve problems involving addition and subtraction? 
 
In this lesson, you will be applying your knowledge of written methods for addition 
and subtraction to problem solving. 
 
When writing your method, it is important to remember the place value of each digit 
and to make sure that your numbers are in the correct column. 
 
Look at this problem. How would you tackle this? Which calculation would you do 
first? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is more than one way to do this. Try using a written method (you will need to 
do two calculations, one subtraction and one addition. The total number of trees 
remaining in the forest is 3792. Did you reach the same answer? 
 
Sometimes you will need to use your addition and subtraction skills when working 
with data. 
 
Look at the questions on the following page that refer to a bar chart. Have a go 
at answering the questions and think carefully about which written methods you need 
to use each time. 
 
Notice the bar chart has two bars for each item as it refers to the sale of each item in 
two different stores. 
 
Tip : work out how much each bar is worth and write this on the bar itself. You then 
have the numbers ready for the calculations that you will need to do 
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In 2016, there were 2692 trees in this forest. 
 
The following year, 875 damaged trees were 
cut down and 1,975 new trees were planted. 
 
How many trees are there now in the forest?  
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Using the information above and the skills that you have practised, have a go at the Power Maths 
problems on the resource sheet for worksheet 8.  If you want a challenge, try Questions 5 and 6. 
When you have completed the questions you are going to try, look back over your work and try the 
‘reflect’ question at the end. The answers for all the questions can be found in the Week 8 Maths 
Answers resource 


