
 
 
 
 
SHQ: What was Clarice Cliff well known for? 
 
Throughout our ‘Victorians’ topic, we look at artists and artwork of that era. 
Although Clarice Cliff was born at the end of Queen Victoria’s reign, she is 
today, regarded as one of the most influential ceramics artists of the 20th 
Century and her work is collected, valued and admired the World over. 

There are far too many interesting stories about Clarice and her creations to explain 
in detail, but a few key facts will give you an idea about Clarice Cliff as a person: 

Key Facts: 

• Clarice Cliff born on January 20th 1899 in Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 
• Clarice started work at the age of 13 in 'The Potteries'. 
• Moved to the AJ Wilkinson's pottery factory in 1916. 
• Clarice given her own studio. The famous 'Bizarre' wares launched 1927. 
• She marries her then boss, Colley Shorter, in 1940. 
• Moves with Colley to Chetwynd House, with its stunning gardens. 
• The factory continues to produce pottery bearing Clarice's name until 1964. 
• Following Colley Shorter's death Clarice sells the factory to Midwinter's. 
• Clarice retires to Chetwynd House. 
• The first Clarice Cliff exhibition takes place at Brighton in 1972 and Clarice provides 

comments for the catalogue. 
• Clarice Cliff dies suddenly at Chetwynd House on 23rd October 1972. 
• 1999 celebrated Worldwide as Clarice's Centenary year. 

 

 

 

Clarice Cliff was known for bold, bright colours in her hand painted crockery (plats, 
jugs, bowls, dishes, cups and saucers) and she created many ranges that are now 
collectors’ items today. 
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Your task is to investigate the work of Clarice Cliff on the internet and look 
particularly at some of her designs.  
 
You are then going to design a dinner plate, cup and tea pot in the same design and 
using the templates provided you can produce your artwork. On this worksheet, you 
will see the template for the dinner plate and on worksheet 12 you will see the 
template for the cup and teapot. 
 
Below are some useful websites you may want to investigate, but the best source of 
ideas will be by searching for Clarice Cliff on Google images and you will see many 
different designs from which you can choose to base your own artwork on. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.claricecliff.com/home 
https://www.christies.com/features/Clarice-Cliff-Collecting-Guide-8467-1.aspx 
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