
 
 
SHQ: How do I solve problems involving the four operations? 
 
In this lesson, you will be solving problems which will need you to use written 
methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
 
Look back over your ‘quick maths’ starters for weeks 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 in the Home 
Learning packs if you want to practice these written methods. 
 
Try these problems – read the ‘story’ carefully; try to work out which maths 
calculations will be required, then have a go at solving them: 
 

1) A computer game costs £12.50 more than a puzzle book. 
Zac buys 1 computer game and 2 puzzle books for £35. 
How much does each item cost? 
 
You could draw a diagram: 
 

Computer game 
 

Puzzle book 
 

 
 
We know that two puzzle books and one computer game costs £35.00 in total: 
 
 
 
Puzzle book Puzzle book Puzzle book £12.50 

 
 

Computer game 
 
Subtract £12.50 first from £35.00 : this gives you the cost of 3 puzzle books. 
If 3 puzzle books costs £22.50, then one puzzle book costs £7.50 
If one computer game and one puzzle books cost £12.50, we can add £7.50 to 
£12.50 to find the cost of the computer game : £20 
Quick check : £7.50 + £7.50 + £7.50 + £12.50 = £35.00 
 
Diagrams can be helpful when you have unknown numbers to solve. In the questions 
that you will be tackling in the resource sheet 9, you will notice that bar diagrams like 
the one above are sometimes used. 
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£12.50 

This shows that one computer 
game is the same as the puzzle 
book plus £12.50 (we still don’t 
know the cost of each item) 

£35.00 

Using the information above and the skills that you have practised, have a go at the Power Maths 
problems on the resource sheet for worksheet 9.  If you want a challenge, try Questions 5 and 6. 
When you have completed the questions you are going to try, look back over your work and try the 
‘reflect’ question at the end. The answers for all the questions can be found in the Week 8 Maths 
Answers resource 


