Wk. 08.06.20 Year 6 English 1

SHQ: What are the features of diary entries?

This week we will be starting our Victorian history topic. One particular focus is
the life of children and how things changed during the 19t Century. This
activity is in preparation to write a diary entry based on the experiences of
ordinary young people.

If you can watch this clip, it shows you what it was like for children who lived in
a ‘workhouse’. This was an institution where people were sent to if they were
in debt, avoiding homelessness:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01f9xyl/clips

Tasks:

e On the following page is an example of a diary entry from the point of
view of a Victorian child. Read through it and see if you can identify the
expected features (a key features list is included). You could make notes
or highlight them on a printout.

e See if you understand the vocabulary in bold. If not use a dictionary or
online version to find out.

e Decide on the parts of the entry that you think are effective. Is there
anything you would do differently?

e The next task involves the creation of your own diary entry based on a
job that a Victorian child might have done. In readiness for this find out
about jobs like working in a mill, coalmining or service.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01f9xyl/clips

21 )anuary 1874
Dear din )

[ sat bn our overcrowdled dormitory, we are supposed to be asleep but ( can't. it
Ls too cold. It Ls extremely difficult to see the page; | am holding this diary wp to
the window so that | can see the Light from the reflection of the moon. Today has
been as miserable as any other day, if not worse.

The master stormed nto our room to walke us up at 4.zo0am and ordered us
outsiole to wash our face using the outsiole water pump. However, it was so cold
that the water formed Little teicles at the end of the pump. All of the boys were
stood huddled together tn a Line, trying to stay close for warmth. [ tried to look
for my sister, Charlotte, as boys and girls ave separated at all times. We haven't
seew each other since we entered this place, but | will not give up hope.

Brealkfast was water and a small piece of bread Left over from Last night. ( can
tell it was left over because it was extremely tough to bite. Soon after we were
ushered tnto the bustling worleroom, where | was ovdered to wnpick old vope and
separate Lt nto threads to be resold. The material Ls so tough and scratehy that
my fingers are crimson anol blistered. The pain was so ineredible that t wanted
to cry, but L didn't dave. if the Master catehes somebody crying he beats them
with the cane.

To think that we do this all day, every day, for 5d a week. It lsnw't much, but |
send what [ can home to Ma to Look after the baby. She needs it wore thaw 1 do.

Dinner was exactly the same tonight, too. Small piles of stale crusty bread were
on the table tops and bowls of colol gruel were slammed down before us, | spotted
some of the boys sneakily stuffing pleces into thelr pockets to eat Later. We are
all so hungry.

when will this end? | feel weak and tired. Sometimes | wish | could run out of
the doors and escape, but the last boy who tried was beaten in front of
everybody. | can still hear his cries.

[ haol better get some rest, [ will write to You tomorrow.
Goodnight.
From

Peter



Topic written
Address who Ee Date

your writing to sentence /

30th July 2014

Dear Diary,
Write in first Write how it

person \ Today I started my new job at the ice / made you feel

cream parler. I was excited but very nervous at
the same fime. I hope that my manager and the

) A/d“ﬂu- s whe wo-ked there liked me.
Supporting One of the girls whe worked there was called Anne
sentence she was cwe some. Not sure I liked Sarah, she
wasn't very friendly but she arly werks 2 days a Write honestly
week so T went see her much. Z_~

Anyway a new day fomorrow, lets ."v-'lpe}‘ Using emojis/

make seme tips. Wish me Juck! doodles to convey
feelings.

GQGdnj5h+.‘ Mwah <2
’

Future hopes/
/ expectations
Sign off to

show the end Informal / casual style/
of the entry slang




