
Wk. 27.04.20 Year 6 English 2 

SHQ: How do we write a short story? 

“The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore” 

 

The ending of the ‘Fantastic Flying Books’ is both sad and happy: Morris leaves, 

but a girl takes his place as the carer of the books. This presents an opportunity 

to write a short story about what would happen to you, if you found yourself 

at the entrance to the library, having been brought there in mysterious 

circumstances. 

Planning (i.e. paragraphs): 

 What were the events that lead you to the library? 

 What was your initial reaction to meeting the books? 

 What did you do in everyday life? How did you care for the books? 

 What happened as time passed? Was there a specific event that was 

important? Did you write a book of your own? 

 As an ending, what happened to make you leave? For example, did you 

grow up and this meant you had to re-join the outside world? 

Think about how feelings and emotions are very important in this story; 

description is far more effective than just jumping through lots of actions. 

 

 



Writing checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working towards the expected standard  

• using paragraphs to organise ideas  

• describing settings and characters  

• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences 
and paragraphs 

 

• using different verb forms mostly accurately  

• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions  

• using mostly correctly: 

capital letters  

full stops  

question marks  

exclamation marks  

commas for lists  

apostrophes for contraction  

• spelling most words correctly* (year 3 and 4)  

• spelling some words correctly* (year 5 and 6)  

• producing legible joined handwriting  

Working at the expected standard 
 

• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey 
character and advance the action 

 

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect 
the level of formality required mostly correctly 

 

• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, 
within and across sentences and paragraphs sentences and 
paragraphs 

 

• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately  

• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying 
their position within the sentence 

 

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun 
phrases effectively to add detail, qualification and precision 

 

• using mostly correctly: 

inverted commas  

commas for clarity  

punctuation for 
parenthesis 

 

• making some correct use of: 

semi-colons  

dashes  

colons  

hyphens  

• spelling most words correctly* (year 5 and 6)  

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting 
through choosing whether or not to join specific letters. 

 


