
Wk. 20.04.20 Year 6 Grammar 

SHQ: How do we use hyphens to enable clarity? 

Uses of hyphens: 

 Joining words in order to make sure that the meaning is clear 

 For numbers, including fractions e.g. twenty-four, two-thirds 

 Some prefixes e.g. self-service, ex-display 

Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1F7wFwdcfKg to show an example 

of how hyphens are used. 

Activity: Re-write these sentences adding one hyphen to clarify the meaning. 

Tim wore his lime green shirt for the photoshoot.  

 
 
Despite being quite moth eaten, the vintage wedding dress was very 
beautiful. 

 
 
The chocolate ice cream is absolutely delicious. 

 
 
The nasty looking villain spotted his next victim in the heaving crowd. 

 
 
There are two hundred and fifty three pupils at our school. 

 
 
Eric had to retreat his dog with flea powder.  

 
 
Mr Dobbs and Mr Trotter are coowners of ‘Dobbs and Trotter Cars Ltd’.  

 
 
Children’s clothes are usually tax free. 

 
 
Toby had to deice his car this morning after the big frost last night. 

 
 

 

Extension: Find examples of hyphens used in your favourite storybooks. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1F7wFwdcfKg


Answers: 

1. lime-green 

2. moth-eaten 

3. ice-cream 

4. nasty-looking 

5. two hundred and fifty-three 

6. re-treat 

7. co-owners 

8. tax-free 

9. de-ice 


