
 
 
SHQ: How do I make a Victorian Thaumatrope? 
 
We have looked at some typical Victorian toys in one of our earlier activities. You will 
remember that they had no electronics so their toys were quite simple but great fun. 
 
One toy that was very popular in the Victorian Era was the thaumatrope. 
 
The thaumatrope is a Victorian toy constructed from a simple disk or card featuring a 
different picture on each side and attached to two pieces of string. When the strings 
are twirled rapidly the card rotates on its axis and the two images appear to combine. 
 
Your task is to have a go at making a thaumatrope of your own.  
 
Page 2 of this worksheet shows instructions explaining how you can do this. 
 
If you prefer to use a template, refer to the resource for worksheet 12 which gives 
you an idea to cut out and use as your spinning disks. 
 
We hope you enjoy your Victorian toy. 
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