
Worksheet 3   Year 5   18.05.20 
 

Grammar: Parenthesis using dashes 
 

Parenthesis – What does it mean? 

 

 

Parenthesis is a word, phrase or sentence that is put in writing as extra information or an 

afterthought. It is separated from the rest of the sentence by a pair of punctuation marks. 

 
Main Clause Extra information 

 

Mrs Campbell praised me for my work. 

 

the head teacher 

 

Mrs Campbell – the head teacher – praised me for my work. 

 

 

 

Add dashes to the paragraph below. 

 

Mr Miller the country’s finest baker has announced his plans to bake Britain’s 

first gingerbread hotel. The hotel four storeys high will open next summer. Six 

thousand people many from the local area have applied to stay at the hotel 

during the first month. Mr Miller’s son also a baker will be in charge of the 

construction of the hotel. Two tonnes of ginger grown specially by Mr Miller will 

be used in the project. Tim Bury a famous architect thinks that the plan will 

simply not work. 

One of the dashes is in the wrong place. Rewrite each sentence putting it in the right place. 

Winston – and Sonny – the two dogs need a long walk. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mrs Roe – forgot her lunch yet again – this morning. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

George Ezra a famous singer – is performing - live tonight. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The dashes go around the extra bit of information 



Answers: 

Mr Miller - the country’s finest baker - has announced his plans to bake Britain’s first 

gingerbread hotel. The hotel – four storeys high - will open next summer. Six thousand people – 

many from the local area – have applied to stay at the hotel during the first month. Mr Miller’s 

son – also a baker – will be in charge of the construction of the hotel. Two tonnes of ginger – 

grown specially by Mr Miller - will be used in the project. Tim Bury – a famous architect – thinks 

that the plan will simply not work. 

 

Winston and Sonny – the two dogs - need a long walk 

Mrs Roe forgot her lunch - yet again – this morning. 

George Ezra - a famous singer – is performing live tonight. 

 


