
Worksheet 3   Year 5   04.05.20 
 

Grammar: Parenthesis using commas 
 

Parenthesis – What does it mean? 

 

 

Parenthesis is a word, phrase or sentence that is put in writing as extra information or an 

afterthought. It is separated from the rest of the sentence by a pair of punctuation marks. 

 
Main Clause Embedded clause (Extra information) 

 

The shepherd was very upset. 

 

who’d lost his sheep 

 

The shepherd, who’d lost his sheep, was very upset. 

 

 

 

Rewrite these sentences using commas for parenthesis. 

 
The flight only took three hours. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

My brothers are called Jim and Joe. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On Thursday I am going on holiday. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ted Hughes was born in Yorkshire. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pepperoni is a kind of sausage. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

My best friend lives in my road. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yesterday I finished off my chocolate eggs. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mrs Roe’s dog loves to nap on her bed. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Pair of commas 

even though it felt really long 

my favourite pizza topping 

who wrote the Iron Man 

who are twins 

the day after tomorrow 

who is called Macy 

who thinks he’s human 

after breakfast 



Answers: 

The flight, even though it felt really long, only took three hours. 

 

My brothers, who are twins, are called Jim and Joe. 

 

On Thursday, the day after tomorrow, I am going on holiday! 

 

Ted Hughes, who wrote the Iron Man, was born in Yorkshire. 

 

Pepperoni, my favourite pizza topping, is a kind of sausage. 

 

My best friend, who is called Macy, lives in my road. 

 

Yesterday, after breakfast, I finished off my chocolate eggs. 

 

Mrs Roe’s dog, who thinks he’s human, loves to nap on her bed. 


