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Worksheet 3   Year 5   29.06.20 
 

Grammar:  Hyphenating Prefixes 
 

Hyphens are used to join words together or add a prefix. Some words are 

written with hyphens so they aren’t confused with similar words. 

 

‘re-sorted’ means ‘to sort again’ ‘resorted’ means to take an 

undesirable option 

Hyphens are often used if the prefix ends in 

a vowel and the root word begins in a vowel 

 

 

A. Underline the prefixes in the words below. Then rewrite the words with 

the hyphen in place 

 

reexamine …………………………. reemerge …………………………. 

proBritish …………………………. preorder …………………………. 

coordinate …………………………. coexist …………………………. 

 

B. Hyphens have been added incorrectly to the words below. Rewrite these 

words in the box.  

 

preo-wn  antiage-ng 

  reel-ect 

Reen-ter  proEurop-ean 

 antiAmeri-can 

   coow-ner 

  

 
 C.  Add a prefix and a hyphen to the root words below to make sense. 

 

I help my friends as much as possible – it’s good to ….......operate. 

Ann and Jim are ……….authors of a bestselling book. 

No one applied for the job, so the position will be ………advertised. 

I re-sorted my books. I resorted to walking to school 

co-own 
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ANSWERS 

A. Underline the prefixes in the words below. Then rewrite the words with 

the hyphen in place 

 

reexamine re-examine reemerge re-emerge 

proBritish pro-British preorder pre-order 

coordinate co-ordinate coexist co-exist 

 

B. Hyphens have been added incorrectly to the words below. Rewrite these 

words in the box.  

 

preo-wn  antiage-ing 

  reel-ect 

Reen-ter  proEurop-ean 

 antiAmeri-can 

   coow-ner 

 pre-own  anti-ageing 

  re-elect 

re-enter  pro-European 

 anti-American 

   co-owner 

 
 C.  Add a prefix and a hyphen to the root words below to make sense. 

 

I help my friends as much as possible – it’s good to co-operate. 

Ann and Jim are co-authors of a bestselling book. 

No one applied for the job, so the position will be re-advertised. 

     

The formal spelling of ‘no one’ 

is without the hyphen. 

Top 

Tip 


