11.05.20 Worksheet 11 Year 4

Why was the buffalo important to the Native Americans?

The BuffaLo* was an important to- the Native American tribe. Use the foﬂa'wmg link and information to ldentify what the
d,ﬁerent P,aJ‘ts of the b,uﬁa,LO’ were LLSQ,d,fO'r'. https://americanhistory.si.edu/buffalo/matching.html
Lahel the buffalo-and ex,o,LaLrL what each part was used for- One is done for you.

The btﬁala horn were wsed
as SpOOMS: La,rger horns
were used as serving

Spoons, smaller horns were
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SKIN AND FUR

used for eating.



https://americanhistory.si.edu/buffalo/matching.html
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Native Americans and Buffalo

What exactly did Native Americans do with buffalo? ‘Well, first of
all, they ate them. They even ate the brain and the borne marrow,

which is the spongy tissue inside the bones. The bones were useful for

something else — they were carved and sharpened to make knives and

other weapons like arrow heads and war clubs. They were also boiled
to make glue!

Buffalo skin was also extremely valued and useful too. Native

Americans wore (E to keep them warm, used it to make
tipis to live in, shoes to walk in, bedding to sleep in and
waterbags to drink from. The hooves were also used as
cups to drink from.

If you hawve ever seen a painting of a Native American holding a bow, be
sure to look closely at it; the bowstring would probably have been made out of buffalo sinew,
which is the tissue that connects muscle to bone. Sinew could also be used for thread.

Can you guess which part of a buffalo Native Americans could have used as a hairbrush? The
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tongue! Buffalo tongue is very rough, which made a perfect brush! The tongue was
also considered to be one of the tastiest parts of the meat.

Even buffalo fat had its own uses, as soap and as cooking oil. F_-rf \
Being bothered by pesky flies? Use a buffale tail as a fly swat to keep o

them away! Tails were also sometimes used for decoration. -*’3} {

Buffalo hair was used to fill saddles to make riding a horse a bit comfier. 'é:ﬁ 4{

This shows us that Native Americans were extremely resourceful. They .:"!':'r'

found o use for every part of the buffalo.
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