Worksheet 8 Year 4 20.4.20

Native American Shields

Mative American shields served both functional and ceremonial purposes. Made
from rawhide taken from a buffalo, layers were sewn together and heated until
they shrank, then covered with a third layer of soft buckskin painted with
symbaols. Mative Americans believed that the symbols protected warriors in
battle, and that revelations from dreams or visions possessed magical qualities.

Some traditional shield symbols and symbolic colors are as follows:

=
2.
sl
i
éfg‘

m

Thunderbird—the sacred
power of thunder and the

greatast spirit of all;

Crescent shape—the moon;

Sun Rays—sun rays constancy;

Snake-Rain Lighming-
Snake-Wisdom

Rain Clouds—spood prospect;

Baar Track Power—Eear-Track
Gosod O'mien

Dasign— Arrow-Protecton-
Warding off avil, peace

Desigm—Ratdesnake Jaws-
Strength

Black background—enamisas
defaxted, or the dead coals of
an extinguished campfire;

Blue border—Grandmother
Earth, who, according to

legend, gave the Indians com
and the buffalo;

Rad—courage, supermatural
blessing;

White—puricy;
Blue—wigilance, jusoce;
Stars—the unicy of all people;

Sewven large dots—the Pleiades,
a constellation of swars called

- thie Seven Sisters, or the Seven

Trilwes;

Bells, eagle feathers, and owl
faathers—the respective
powers of nature, wind, flight,
and earth.

Use some of the ideas from ahove tO‘dengn

and create your own Native American Shield.
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To make your shield, cut out the circle above or use a
paper plate. Cut out the small holes at the top and the
bottom. You will thread yarn or leather through
these for hanging (from the top) and for stringing
beads, bells and/or feathers (from the bottom).
Using crayons or color pendils, decorate your shield
with some of the symbols from the list, or create your
own! Add a decorative border around the outside edge

(zee the example at right for inspiration).




