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Aims
• During this unprecedented time seeing 

everyone in school at our usual workshops has 
been had to be cancelled. However, your 
child’s education is still in full swing and we 
hope that this PowerPoint helps to inform you 
of what/how your child is being taught during 
their day at school.

• If you have any questions, please book time 
with your child’s class teacher to talk through 
concerns. 



Over the last four years at Sketchley, we have worked hard to 

develop the whole school curriculum we have been teaching to 

your children. The transition from the Creative Curriculum to a 
Curiosity Curriculum has been a huge success with children and 

parents/carers alike all praising the learning experiences that have 
taken place. We have seen an improvement in engagement of 

pupils in the lessons they have experienced, exciting trips and 

visitors, fabulous creative work produced by the children, both at 
school and at home, but most of all, a tremendous increase of fun 

and excitement from everyone involved.  We can’t thank parents 
and carers enough who have supported us over the last few 

years.

CURIOSITY CURRICULUM

Please find information about our Curiosity Curriculum on our 

website where it details a clear intent of what we want to achieve 

at Sketchley. Don’t forget to keep an eye on Twitter too (the link 
can also be found on our school website) displaying photos and 

videos of the fun and exciting lessons your children will be 
enjoying.



Online Safety
Online Safety is an important part of keeping 
children safe at Sketchley Hill Primary School . 
We have extensive measures in place in 
school, which are monitored, to help 
safeguard pupils from potential dangers or 
unsuitable material. 
Online Safety is taught to all pupils explaining 
and demonstrating how to stay safe and 
behave appropriately online.
We can only be successful in keeping children 
safe online if we work with parents and carers
to ensure the Online Safety message is 
consistent. Please continue to speak to your 
child about how they can keep safe and 
behave appropriately online.

Mr Cader





Phonics 
In Years 1 and 2 we are teaching phonics. We follow the Read, 
Write Inc phonics scheme.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ

The link shows you more about how and why we have chosen 
this scheme and how it supports your child’s learning.

As we have been teaching using this system for some years now, 
we have made some changes which we believe are beneficial to 
the children. 

Although your children are able to read the Read, Write Inc
phonics books in small groups in school, they bring home a 
banded book which should incorporate many sounds and further 
develop their vocabulary. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ


Spelling
• Children in Year 2 have their own spellings that they have to 

learn.

• These are called Common Exception Words and we learn these 
alongside the phonics sounds. 

•

Most of the Common 
Exception words are red 
words, which mean they 
cannot be sounded out and 
do not follow the sound 
patterns of phonics. Instead 
we make up little ditties or 
rhymes to help us 
remember: most children 
would know how to spell  
because – big elephants can 
always upset small 
elephants



Writing



Children in Years 1 and 2 are starting to write sentences 
independently and we encourage them to have a go at all words 
and spellings and thinking about how they can form unusual 
words linked to their phonics sounds. 
For those children in Year 1 we would expect them to write 
simple sentences and encourage correct punctuation such as a 
capital letter at the start of the sentence and a full stop at the 
end. Within these sentences we begin to build the vocabulary 
and word choices without making the sentences too long – or 
allowing them to ramble.
Once in Year 2 we begin to extend sentences (which we hope are 
now punctuated correctly ) using mechanisms such as including 
adjectives and conjunctions. Again choosing vocabulary for effect 
is still a huge aspect of their learning. 
Children in both Years 1 and 2 are exposed to a wide variety of 
writing styles, whether fiction or non-fiction.



Reading



Book band books – home reading

• Children in Years 1 and 2 are given reading 
books which are banded. This means that the 
content and the vocabulary is suitable for the 
words and sounds that your child knows.

• We ask that you use these books to hear your 
child read, at least five times a week for 
approx. 5-10 mins at a time. 

• Other books can support your child as well.



Reading in school

• When reading in school much of the focus is on the 
understanding of the text.

• We teach whole class reading – focussing on 
retrieval, inference, sequencing and deduction skills.

• Children are read to daily on a book which is above 
the reading level of the children to enhance their 
love of stories and introduce new vocabulary.

• Children also access books through Sketchley’s 
Curiosity Curriculum which is heavily supported by 
topic stories and fact books. 



Reading Plea
Most children love stories. They love 
hearing stories and sharing with 
others the stories that they are 
hearing – whether that be a parent, 
grandparent or sibling.  Having a 
special time when your child knows 
that they will have a reading time is 
really important – not only for your 
child, but also to the adult who is 
sharing that with them. 

Please read to your children, even if 
they can read to themselves. Sharing 
a book is special and should never be 
underestimated or forgotten in the 
day. 



Maths



The Maths Curriculum
Children should:

• Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied 
and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that 
pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply 
knowledge rapidly and accurately.

• Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 
relationships and generalisations and developing an argument, justification or 
proof using mathematical language.

• Solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of problems with 
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of 
simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.



To develop number sense we explore maths 
using concrete resources following to pictorial 
representations leading to abstract. 



Fluency
• It is important that children recognise number bonds, 

different pairs of numbers with the same total and that 

they are fluent in this.

• Children need to be secure on bonds to 10 by the end 

of Year 1 and bonds to 20 by the end of year 2. 



Bonds to 10 & 20

We use these 

different ways to 

represent 

number facts.



• Once children are secure on number 

bonds they are then able to apply this to 

derived number facts.



Children should become more familiar with the 100 square 

and use it to answer questions such as:

• What is 1 more than/ 1 

less than 26

• 10 more than/10 less 

than 32

• Find a number greater 

than 48

• Find a number less 

than 62

• Is 53 odd or even?



We use the Power Maths scheme. 
Power Maths is a growth mindset 
approach to maths and focuses on 
helping all children to build a deep 
understanding of maths concepts.

For the four operations, 
addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division, 
we follow the Power Maths 
calculation policy. 
https://www.pearsonschoolsandf
ecolleges.co.uk/Primary/Mathem
atics/CompleteSchemes/Power-
Maths/power-maths-calculation-
policy.aspx

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/Mathematics/CompleteSchemes/Power-Maths/power-maths-calculation-policy.aspx


Practise the basics

During Key Stage 1, there is a big focus on 
developing basic number skills. That means 
securing a good understanding of place 
value, and recognising number bonds to 20.

During their time in key stage 1, children 
receive a login for MyMaths and Times 
Table Rock Stars to practise maths skills.



Ideas for home

Number line ideas

1. Draw a line.  Mark 0 and 10 (or 

any number range needed).  

Roll a dice.  Decide where that 

number would go and write it in.  

Repeat.  You can also start on 

any number and include 

whatever your child needs. 

2. Start by asking for a 2 digit 

number.  Place it at the start of 

the line.  Now ask for a higher 2 

digit number and place at the 

end of the line.  Now keep 

asking for numbers in between. 

https://nrich.maths.org/8371

https://nrich.maths.org/8371


Thank you all for supporting 
us and your children.


